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perhaps slightly harsher in reply than he had originally
intended. Perfectly controlled, he spoke in short staccato
tones, without any gestures to emphasize his points. We
have the word of all his colleagues that the famous
thumping upon the table with his fist is as mythical as the
story that he frequently put his spurred boots upon it.

After protesting against the tone of Kamenev's speech,
the General pointed out that, though they talked loudly
of self-determination, the Soviet Government, " based
purely on violence, ruthlessly suppressing all who think
differently", had themselves denied that right to the White
Russians and Ukrainians, breaking up their Constituent
Assemblies with bayonets and machine-guns. In addition,
the Russian Government had not ceased to violate those
provisions of the armistice agreement which prohibited the
interference of the Bolsheviks in the internal affairs of the
Central Powers. Their agents were continually dissemin-
ating propaganda. " The German High Command therefore
considered it necessary to prevent any attempt to interfere
in the affairs of the occupied territories. . . . Also, for
reasons of a technical and administrative nature, the
German High Command must refuse to evacuate Courland,
Lithuania, Riga, and the Islands of the Gulf of Riga."x

The effect of the General's speech was anything but
what he had hoped for or expected. It did not even bring
about a reconciliation with the Supreme Command, for,
though Ludendorff signified his approval of Hoffmann's
remarks and urged upon hrm the necessity for greater
speed, he did not abandon the method of indirect com-
munication through the Chief of the Operations Section.2
Kuhhnann and Czernin were frankly distressed at the
speech, which in brutal frankness had gone far beyond
what they had anticipated, and they did not conceal from
Hoffmann that he had gained nothing by it beyond exciting
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